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The Flying Eagle and Indian Cent Attribution Guide 


Third Edition 


This is a two-volume set, 900 
pages, color and hardcover. 


Every American alive during the tumultuous years from 
before the Civil War to the time of Teddy Roosevelt car- 
ried in their pockets Indian cents. They are an integral 
part of the history of the United States. The times that 
influenced these coins are detailed in a year-by-year his- 
torical review. All Proofs, Patterns, Experimental and 
Trial pe from 1850 onward are listed and given a full 

i very premium-value variety is detailed with 
dition census information and premium pric- 


The Guide Book of 
Flying Eagle and Indian Heat = 

3rd Edition ' ; 77 SU Plus $5 postage. 
By Richard Snow * i 


The newly released book in the “Bowers’ series” of 
books by Whitman Publishing. New prices, images, 
and a greatly expanded chapters. 


100 top Varieties listed! 


FLYING EAGLE anb 
INDIAN HEAD CENTS 


PDS Grading explaned 


E-book (pdf) now available for 
$75 $50. 


Counterfeits, Patterns 
and Proofs. 


Plus a brand new section 
including photographs on 
Flying Eagle and Indian cent 
exonumia by Charmy Harker “The Penny Lady” Eagle Eye 


P.O. Box 32891 
$19.00 Plus 33.50 shipping. 
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The Flying Eagle and Indian Cent 
Collectors’ Society 


Our mission is to gather and disseminate information related to 
James B. Longacre (1794-1869), with emphasis on his work as 
Chief Engraver of the Mint (1844 -1869) with a primary focus on his 
Flying Eagle and Indian Cent coinage. 
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On the cover... 


This self-portrait by James Longacre was done in 1845, just as he 


was changing careers from a life of plate engraving and portraiture to being 
the Chief Engraver of the U.S. Mint. 
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The President’s Letter 
By Chris Pilliod 


This is my 70th President’s Letter and if you’re 
looking for a deep numismatic discussion this may be 
disappointing. But sometimes in life you need to lay 
down the loupe and breathe in some fresh air; cleanse 
the Blue Ribbon off your hands, and purge the urge 
to upgrade out of your soul. So, if you’re looking for 
such an adventure, well grab your popcorn and have a 
seat. 

I do not have a hiking bone in me. Seems fascinat- 
ing but just never caught my interest. My inaugural 
hike didn’t happen until this year. As testimony to my 
novice status, I hiked with a pair of long khakis, a golf 
shirt, and my street shoes. Beyond that only a solitaire 
bottle of Aquafina found a home in my back pocket. 
For the past 25 years, ever since our move to Penn- 
sylvania I have driven the 99.9 miles from our home 
to the Whitman Coin Show in Baltimore. Sometimes 
two or three times a year. I could do it in my sleep... 
down Route 222 to Lancaster, PA west on Route 30 to 
York, PA, and then Interstate 83-South to the heart of 
Baltimore. It’s not hard to find better country than that 
stretch. I’ve probably made another 100 trips on that 
route for various other reasons. 


Chickie’s Rock 


Over the 
years one geolog- 
ical artifact has 
caught my eye. It 
was so eye-catch- 
ing it just doesn’t 
fit the balance of 
the landscape. 
Lying halfway 
between York 
and Lancaster 
is the Susquehanna River, one of the most beautiful 
rivers east of the Mississippi. Coming from York and 
crossing from the west if you look closely upriver you 
will notice a steep cliff along the riverbank which I 
guessed it to be a 300 foot sheer cliff, in a remote area 
along the riverfront. It is a wall of slate gray granite. I 
estimated it a mile north of Route 30. 

At some point in time I said to myself “Someday 
I’m gonna see if I can get to the top of that thing.” But 
I never did. 

I passed it on a hundred occasions or more and 
never seemed to find the time for any exploration. 
Finally this summer on a hot Saturday afternoon I 
was driving back from a coin shop near York and I 
needed gas at the Susquehanna River exit, the little 
burgh of Columbia, PA. After gassing up I said, “Let’s 
just do this.” And so I parked along the river in town 
and started my hike north. The sun was upon me, and 
soon I found a set of railroad tracks that hugged along 
the river. I felt like a Hobo, making my way along the 
river on the trackline. 

It didn’t take long to realize this was gonna be a 
slog, more than a mile, and it was getting hot. The 
water was already gone. 

But I kept hiking along the tracks, alone with my 
thoughts, ignoring a few “Private Property” signs, 
regretting not bringing a second bottle of water. Nor- 
mally I wouldn’t be afraid of drinking the crystal clear 
waters of the Susquehanna, but recent storm activ- 
ity and heavy rains had turned the pristine waters a 
muddy brown. 

In my lineage is a lot of steam locomotive history, 
and along the way I could make out the long aban- 
doned foundation for a water tower which was needed 


to feed the thirsty engines to generate the steam power. 
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Cross-tie walking to Chickie’s Rock 


I kicked around the loose stone, forgotten for 80 
years, hoping to turn over a forgotten $10 gold piece, 
but only a corroded penny surfaced. “Please be an 
Indian Cent,” I said, “it would make good color for 
a President’s article.” I scrubbed it hard with my 
thumb... a 1919 Wheat cent stared back at me. 

After another mile or so I caught sight of the 
escarpment. It was as impressive as I imagined. It is 
just a huge wall of vertical stone. “Was it blasted out 
for the railway,” I wondered, “nothing’s that steep out 
here.” I felt like I was out west where true majesty can 
be captured. 

As I came upon the south base I was surprised to 
notice a dirt trail off the rail lines that seemed to lead 
up the side of the cliff. So I ducked into the triple 
canopy of the wilderness and started hiking. This is 
when I became a fan of the professional hiker; it was 
tough going up the narrow footpath, with switchbacks 
and rocks to navigate. The shade offered comfort but 
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the uphill journey more than compensated for that. 
The true hiking had commenced. I cut my hand grab- 
bing a tree for support. Why didn’t I bring a band-aid? 
I tweaked my ankle on a rock (“there goes golf this 
weekend” I thought); “Gosh, I’m gonna be too tired 
to play euchre tonight”; and I kept wondering “what’s 
my wife gonna think when she sees these pants?” 

I doubt many professional hikers entertain those 
thoughts. 

The slog continued. I began to feel I would never 
make it to the top, so at one point I decided, “Be 
smart. You have a life ahead of you, maybe it’s best to 
turn back.” But then I harkened back to the day I rode 
the electric incline in Johnstown, Pennsylvania, site of 
the devastating flood of 1889, which killed 2209 peo- 
ple. There is a steep bank downtown in the Conem- 
augh River valley. The operator asked if I wanted to 
buy a return ticket to come back down the incline, one 
of the steepest in the country. “What are the options?” 
I asked. He said “Well, there’s a walking trail back 
down but it’s not real well maintained.” I told him for 
an adventure I’d take the trail. If not being able to see 
any signs of a trail is “not well maintained,” well this 
passed the test. But I didn’t feel this was a hike. It was 
November and very wet and cold. So it was less of a 
hike and more of a slide down on my butt. 


DS . ied 
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Warnings on route 
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At the summit of Chickie’s Rock 


OK, if I can make it down the Johnstown incline, 
I can do this, I told myself. And off I went... I gotta 
be getting close I told myself. And it wasn’t long and 
I started hearing voices. “What the hell?” I thought, 
“who the hell is up here other than me???” Then I 
thought maybe I am beginning to hallucinate like 
those exhausted desert nomads. 

I scrambled up the last 50 yards or so and came 
upon the summit. In a large opening I took in the 
sight... an elderly lady with her daughter holding her 
arm. A family with two little kids scampering amongst 
the rocks. A couple holding hands while they sat on 
a large boulder overlooking the river. Three hippie- 
looking kids were soaking in the view. 

They had the same look on their face as I did on 
mine... “where did you come from???” I couldn’t be- 
lieve how many people were at the summit; I was all 
alone the whole trek there. 

I engaged with one guy I was sure wasn’t a hik- 
et—he was close to 80 and had a cane. His grandson 
was helping him along. “How did you get here?” I 
asked a few times before he understood. They pro- 
ceeded to explain to me they parked at the State Park 
lot, about 400 yards “back yat way” and pointed. 
“This is a State park???” I replied flabbergasted, “I 
didn’t know this was a State Park. Interesting. What’s 
it called?” 

“Chickie’s Rock,” was the reply. 

“Gosh, you mean I could have parked just 400 
yards away and walked here???” 

The Park’s Visitor’s information sign stated 
that Chickies Rock, at the west end overlooking the 
Susquehanna, is the largest exposed anticline on the 
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At the summit of Chickie’s Rock 


East Coast. According to the United States Geological 
Service the summit of the ridge is 587 feet (179 m) 
above sea level. The river at this point is only 40 miles 
from the Chesapeake Bay and sea level. So it is indeed 
a sheer cliff. During the Gettysburg Campaign of the 
American Civil War, Chickies Rock served as a Union 
army observation post during the Confederate occupa- 
tion of Wrightsville across the river. Gettysburg lies 40 
miles due west of Chickie’s Rock. 

I turned to soak in the afternoon sun glistening off 
the river’s waters. And grabbed a few photos. It was 
quite a view, one you’d expect in the Rockies, not 
southern Pennsylvania. I stood 50 miles from home 
and had never heard of this vista—it was really inspir- 
ing. I grabbed my cellphones for some shots. 

The old man and grandson were turning to leave. 
“If you’re heading to town mind if I hitch a ride?” 


Don’t work so hard on making a living that 
you forget to work on making a life. 
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“The Secrets of Flying Eagle and Indian Cents” 
An eSeminar by Rick Snow 
on the ANA eLearning Channel 


Rick Snow’s seminar all about Flying Eagle 
and Indian cents is now live on the American Numis- 
matic Association’s You Tube channel. 

The two-hour talk covers history, grading, va- 
rieties, problem coins and counterfeits. Also covered 
within these topics are patterns and proofs. 

A link can be found at Rick’s website: 


Wwww.indiancent.com 


The back issues of the Longacre’s Ledger are 
now accessible on the Newman Numismatic Portal. 
The site is managed by the Washington University in 
St,. Louis, Missouri. Access is free to all and the files 
can be viewed at the following link: 


https://nnp.wustl.edu/library/publisherdetail/521577 


Special thanks to Len Augsburger for working on this. 


NEW ORLEANS.RARE 


COINS 
SPECIALIZING IN 


NewOrleansRareCoins@gmail.com 


I Attend Several Major Coin Shows 


Send Me Your Want List NN 
~ Buy @ Sell ¢ Trade @ Appraisals \ 
5 Lynn Ourso \ 
P.O. Box 1 ' 
Brusly, Louisiana 70719 \ 


225-937-5105 
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James B. Longacre, Engraver 
By Richard Snow 


In the August 2020 issue of Longacre’s Ledger, I 
needed an extra page of material and snuck in a short 
biography of James Longacre’s life prior to joining the 
Mint in 1844. In the article I detailed his early family 
life and how he leaned the art of engraving. Since I 
had only one page to fill, I had to limit the scope of the 
article. With more room, here is the rest of the story. 

In summary, James left home at the age of 12 in 
1806 and apprenticed at the bookstore of James F. 
Watson in Philadelphia. At the end of his servitude, in 
1813, Longacre began a job at the engraving firm of 
Murray, Draper, Fairman & Co. George Murray, one 
of the firm’s founders would teach Longacre the art of 
engraving during his time there. While working there, 
he would have certainly known some of the other 
engravers employed there. One such engraver was 
Christian Gobrecht, the man Longacre would even- 
tually replace as Chief Engraver at the U.S. Mint in 
1844. Longacre’s time working at Murray was short, 
as he would leave the firm in 1819 and start his own 
engraving business. 


— 


James B. Longacre. Self portrait. 
India and watercolor on paper. 5” X 4 1/2” c. 1825 
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Longacre’s business was started due to a opportu- 
nity to engrave the portraits of Washington, Jefferson 
and Hancock on one of the first facsimiles of the Dec- 
laration of Independence. The project was put together 
by John Binns. Binns was a newspaper publisher in 
Philadelphia. His “Democratic Press” was one of the 
staunch Republican outlets. 

The project was begun in 1816 and it was heavily 
advertised while in production. As no copies of the 
Declaration had been printed since 1776, there was 
some demand for the product with its 50 year anniver- 
sary aproaching. The publicity spurred another engrav- 
er, Benjamin Owen Tyler, to produce a simpler and 
cheaper version. Tyler’s version was ready in 1818. 
Binns’ version would not be printed until 1820. In the 
end, only 200 copies were sold. 

It was a valuable job for Longacre, but Binn’s 
version was one-upped again in 1823, when then- 
Secretary of State John Quincy Adams commissioned 
William J. Stone to engrave an exact copy of the docu- 
ment. 


Major General Andrew Jackson. 
Engraved by James B. Longacre, c 1830. 
from Thomas Sully portrait. 1820 


August 2021 Page 9 


| | Longacre's Ledger 8-21.indd 9 <a 7/27/2021 1:23:17 PM | | 


Longacre's Ledger 8-21.indd 10 


ines ane 
eimai etre rommirked Hare erik anther and be 


orgie of hanna n svembasy Tittnnas wirfoary fot rm rfl ul 
he wfaigh ae im eu heh ihe Sesba if Saieede Nantes Nprol wile shawn. son 
pile pleating apiy rees or d Nee Sap 
phesfave ember by they: Covabe wih wphae a: 
lsd The sormiss Base sgh Gperetn nec nts ate jmstitated a pa 
Lm Wp 
ae ns beriherk ey 
ae al aidhed 


ta meme 


p States atv 


sbnge nd 
ipso eh a f hefobinl pirat fdas Cabanas 
amet aie hapaitis trad rourprroas all far imyra diet pool Me hal lihetn! ofan abaclale Myprnn y vvvr Mhese 
ste doa corte wih Ne hasnfirel fats fant he frit tel mfr phe eof ay aftr 

Vj pelt de Jocdin e Yat adi SILA Dad xt taboo pes 

lasecs fod Ma aes of lary epi pe h pln. speek wbiwymah fhe wp 

Ne LL wld agile lope ola ofpdng mst, 

jam nota si fe mga Ver hos ited, 

nhtilie i nua Md haps fade citigid UE siaope ta 


ashi Ly tgs cs 
Ba ofa 

pvlataiehs Hee fas 

May shew ors miter the Loy 


tn way mofo 


at ialaigung tld 4 
coir merit enlnal es fener nmed wticniny funebasv nhatly the of ta Greet inn 
hi abcartid yi wat has 2 

latent tory lary UM: nnwes 4 Wl cenurioi er 
Son ge Leet elipnas lg igagiin 
‘at lle Cihinms bilan’ Vapere Ci Tbfolh iy 
ral pog Tne eid CL nadetbes Oat fe (frente, Aven she if wnipan 
aodisbes faveihocm paraloberws Mu 14943 Loe, oi frome 

Ze SEGUE SST OGY HELE ie tenes 


seapasshed 
Pigs teags plants 
Cy ap ag hi caesar yw 


if 
) 
npg ie oleh od as 
Button Grown thie Pipchers y s VM Pe 
Gjypant Mate. Lbs Goes i GE Fp 
on Afi gli ib Merve 7 Wi 
eed ee Hy a Gan ats i 4 fe ff ee 
Gp. ayn hlave : SH i TO cee 
= (GLEE! Tet 
ho Willi 
oo Maun Clery 
= Ihogur Sherman 
aw 
hoes 


(Le Saylor — ey 
i, Vito Sih tint Via 


“ I ihés Wi og (ITH as ; 

ill Lira Glatt, iver Wetied 

Loney 4 Tia th cus Shier tor, 
Ah fitiah artist 
Veh Spa 22 


Site, 


Brine 


len sf Loapnlinr tinsel Yflalaled dais, ft 


3 a7 5 a s 
Ip MeV yf he alate Zo ty 
Achapuromnt of Fae, tpl ed Sate tet Wes kb rant ogy of ewig! Decks of sncbpemtinr pated ot hit ptt id thet 3 eve epee at ihe Renatert wh tose fe spinel nad Bae Prod Bae LUT OATES 


wihows Qasaney eal tas 


The Declaration of Independence by John Binns. 
Portraits at top engraved by James B. Longacre. 
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Andrew Jackson. Drawn from life 
and engraved by James B. Longacre. 1825. 


Longacre’s next commission, in 1820, was to sup- 
ply original sketches and engravings of the Signers of 
the Declaration of Independence. This project was put 
together by John Sanderson. 

While there had been a few biographical books 
about the founding fathers, the addition of portraits 
would be a big selling point. The project eventually 
grew to be nine volumes and was released between 
1823 and 1827. The series included 31 engravings. On 
many of these, Longacre either did the original portrait 
or the engraving. 

In the course of his engraving work he would meet 
many of the great artists of the day. From Longacre’s 
diary from a trip to New England he took in 1825, 
we can get a glimpse of his activities, meeting such 
notables as General Lafayatte, Samuel Morse, Gilbert 
Stuart. He was 31 at the time.! 


Tuesday, July 12, 1825. Left Philadelphia in company 
of Mr. John Neagle in the Steam Boat “Trenton” for 
New York. ...We suffered from the heat of the weather 
and the dust in riding. We arrived at Bunker s Broad- 
I Longacre, James B. “Extracts from the Diary of James B. Longacre.” 


The Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography, vol. 29, no. 2, 1905, pp. 
134-142. JSTOR, wwwjstor.org/stable/20085275. Accessed 25 June 2021. 
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way, New York about 7 P.M. Much genteel company at 
the house, among the rest General Lafayette. 


Wednesday July 13. Made an engagement to go out 
with Mr. Henry Pickering, at 10 o’clock; in the mean- 
time Neagle and I called on Mr. Catlin, Rem. Peale 
and P. Maverick respectively. Visited the Academy of 
Fine Arts with Mr. Pickering. Saw Col. [John] Trum- 
bull, who showed us a beautiful miniature. 


July 14. Thursday. Mr. Neagle, Mr. Catlin and myself 
set out to visit some of the artists this morning. We 
called first on Mr. [Samuel F-B.] Morse, found him 
well, and were very handsomely received by him, and 
very much interested by his conversation, which, on 
almost every subject but particularly on the arts, is 


rich and instructive. He had a very fine portrait of 
Prof. Silliman. of Yale College. 


Saturday July 16. Mr. Neagle and I took passage on 

board the “Olive Branch” Steam Boat for Albany. In 
the morning the Palisade rocks on the west side elic- 
ited our admiration, but these were almost forgotten 


& 


drawing by J. B. Longacre after Gilbert Stewart 
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in the afternoon and evening though the magnificence 
of the highlands. The most impressive, wild and new 
to me were the rocks on the water side of near West 
Point, rising out of the water, smooth and bare like a 
leaning wall overhung by the most beautiful bushes 
and evergreens. 

The night was pleasant and at the request of the 
ladies we brought up our flutes and played some airs 
together, and on some were accompanied by the voice 
of one of the ladies. Our music though simple ap- 
peared to delight the strangers by whom we were sur- 
rounded and its salutary effect was remarked by one 
of the ladies, and I believe by us all, in regard to their 
behavior. 


July 17. The steam boat arrived at Albany a little 
before 6 A.M. We took our seats in one of Mr. Youngs 
stages (after some annoyance from the drivers and 
owners of various coaches and stages soliciting our 
custom) for the Saratoga Springs where we arrived 
about 2 P.M. after a warm and comfortable ride. 

We found on inquiring at Albany that the stage for 
Boston by way of Bennington V[ermont] ran but three 
times a week (we had previously agreed to adopt this 
route) so we decided to take the first stage leaving 
Albany at 2 A.M. on the 18th. 


July 18. We took our seats at about daylight, and after 
travelling through an interesting and varied country 
we reached Bennington at 11 A.M. and soon began to 
ascend the Green Mountains. We reached Brattleboro 
about 9 P.M. ande were called to take the stage for 
Boston at 15 minutes past twelve. 


July 19. Before daylight we found our stage filled with 
passengers, taken up some for Boston and some for 
other places on the road. We breakfasted at Athol, 
dined at Lancaster, Mass, and arrived at Boston about 
11 PM. 


July 20. We took a carriage and called on Mr. [Gil- 
bert] Stuart, and were very handsomely received 

by him; his age does not appear in the least to have 
impaired his faculties so far as judgement and conver- 
sation are concerned. His powers are still displayed in 
his most recent pictures, they are full of likeness and 
animation. 
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July 21. Mr. IP. Davis accompanied Mr. Neagle and 
myself to the Athenaeum where we saw a fine head 
by Stuart of the founder Mr. Perkins, among a variety 
of interesting and tasteful objects. We then went with 
Mr. Davis to Faneuil Hall, saw a fine military whole 
length portrait of Washinton by Stuart of which I had 
not before even heard. 


July 23. Saturday. In the morning I called on Mr. 
Stuart - much interested in his conversation from I] til 
nearly 2 o'clock. We were in his painting room. Among 
other things he told me that the portrait of Washington 
from which Heath ’s engraving was made, was painted 
by him (Stuart) for William Bingham of Philadel- 
phia, and delivered under an express stipulation that 
it was not to be copied or engraved. Mr. Bingham 
subsequently presented the picture to Lord Landsd- 
owne, without any reference to this stipulation. After 
the engraving was published and offered for sale in 
Philadelphia to the surprise and vexation of Stuart, he 
called on Mr. Bingham and reminded him of the stipu- 
lation under which he had parted with the portrait, 

the fact of which was not denied. But on asking Mr. 
Bingham how he proposed to compensate him for the 
injury he had sustained by the publication of the print, 
Mr. Bingham replied: “Have you anything to show for 
it?” - Which ended their intercourse, Stuart leaving 
him abruptly and indignantly without further remark. 


This is the famous Landsdowne portrait that was 
recently (2001) purchased by The Nation Portrait Gal- 
lery for $20,000,000. This trip was a business trip and 
on July 27th, Longacre started doing some drawing. 


July 27. Wednesday. Began a drawing at Mr. S. A. 
Wells’ of Samuel Adams from Copley. 


July 28. Finished my drawing of Samuel Adams or 
sufficiently so for the time. Spent the evening at Mr. 
Stuarts. 


July 29. Friday. Began my drawing of Col. Pickering 
from Stuart's painting in possession of Mr. William 
Pratt. 


July 30. Saturday. I took passage on the steamboat 


Patent for Nahant, at 9 A.M. and had a fine opportu- 
nity of seeing the beautiful harbor of Boston. 
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July 31. In the afternoon went with Mr. Neagle and Mr. 
Stuarts four daughters to Dr. Gardner s church. Heard 
the Dr. preach a funeral sermon on Mrs. Winthrop. 


August 1. Monday. At work on my drawing of Col. 
Pickering. 


Aug. 2nd. At the same. 


Aug. 3rd. Finished my drawing of Col. Pickering. 
Commenced at Mr. Cruft’s my drawing of J. QO. Adams, 
from a portrait painted by Stuart Aug. 1818. 


Aug. 4th. At the same. 
Aug. 5th. Still with my drawing of J. O. Adams. 


Aug. 6th. Finished my drawing of J. QO. Adams, to the 
satisfaction of Mr. Cruft who is to write to the Presi- 
dent of the U.S. (whose property the picture is) for his 
permission for me to engrave it, which Mr. Cruft is 
anxious I should do. 


John C. Calhoun. c. 1826. 
Sepia ink wash and pencil 
By James Longacre. 
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Aug. 7th. Set out on a stage for Providence R.I. leav- 
ing Boston at half past four A.M. Arrived at Provi- 
dence between 10 and 11 and reached Norwich, Conn. 
about half past seven. Took the Steam Boat “Fanny” 
for New York. We reached New York at 2 P.M. 


This snapshot into a month in the life of James 
Longacre shows the networking he did to advance his 
career. He drew portraits from existing paintings with 
proper permissions. It was most desirable to draw 
portraits from life. In 1825 Longacre was able to sit 
with Major General Andrew Jackson. This was while 
Jackson was a Senator from Tennessee. 

Another notable portrait was of John C. Calhoun. 
This sitting would have benefits on Longacre’s career 
when he was in the running for the Chief Engraver’s 
position at the Mint. Calhoun’s referral in 1844 carried 
enough weight in the Tyler administration to propel 
Longcare into position over the objections of the Mint 
Director, Robert M. Patterson. 


John C. Calhoun. c. 1834. 
Engraved by Thomas B. Welch 
after James Longacre. 
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James married Eliza Stiles in 1826 and they had 
five children between 1828 and 1840: Sarah 1828, 
Andrew, 1831; James Madison, 1833; Eliza Hulda and 
Orleans, 1840. 

After the Sanderson project ended in 1827, Long- 
care carried on with smaller scale jobs and individual 
commissions. One project was John Marshall’s “Life 
of Washington.” This two-volume set was published in 
1832. Longacre contributed an engraving of Washing- 
ton. The February 25, 1832 edition of Niles Register 
included this tribute to Longacre: 


The first volume of the new edition of Marshall’ life 
of Washington - written by the celebrated judge - has 
Just been completed by the publisher at Philadelphia. 
The National Gazette states that the portrait of Wash- 
ington, engraved for this work by Mr. Longacre, is one 
of the finest specimens of American advancement in 
the art. In Europe, it would be deemed worthy of the 
reputation of any engraver of London or Paris. 


By this time Longcare was developing plans for what 
would become his Magnum Opus: “The American 
Portrait Gallery.” It would be a four volume set of 
famous Americans with detailed biographies. 

While planning the book, Longacre found out 
about a competing project by way of an advertisement 
in a Washington newspaper proclaiming the publica- 
tion of “An American Portrait Gallery.” This project 
was also just in the planning stage, but it was already 
selling subscriptions and was being put together by the 
Secretary of the Academy of Fine Arts, John Herring. 

Right away, Longacre saw that it was imperative to 
team up with Herring so that the project would not be 
diluted by alternate projects. Longacre’s past experi- 
ence with the Sanderson project helped persuade the 
Academy to endorse the collaboration. 

The project was renamed “The National Portrait 
Gallery of Distinguished Americans.” It would in- 
clude biographies of Americans past and present and 
feature a portrait for each. There would be 144 plates 
engraved by 26 engravers. 


James B. and Eliza Longacre. c. 1835. 
Oil on canvas by Emanuel Gottlieb Leutze. 


Longacre’s Ledger 


| | Longacre's Ledger 8-21.indd 14 


Vol. 31.2 August 2021 


e 


Page 14 


& 


7/27/2021 1:23:21 PM | | 


In 1833, Longacre had former President James 


Madison sit for a portrait. Madison was 82 at the time. 


The sitting had such an influence on Longacre that he 
named his second son after him. 


Engravings by Longacre from other sources in- 
clude: 

Volume 1 (1834): 
George Washington (after G. Stuart) 
Martha Washington (after W. Robertson) 
Henry Clay (after W.J. Hubard) 
Alexander Mcomb (after T. Sully) 
Josiah S. Jonston (after C.B. King) 

Volume 2 (1835): 
David Wooster (after English painting) 
Otho H. Williams (after C. W. Peale) 
John Barry (after (G. Stuart) 
Daniel Boone (after C. Harding) 
David Rittenhouse (after C.W. Peale) 
Caspar Wistar (after B. Otis) 

Volume 3 (1836): 
Francis Hopkinson (after R.E. Pine) 
David Ramsay (after C.W. Peale) 
Andrew Pickes (after T. Sully) 
William R, Davie (after J. Vanderlyn) 
John Paul Jones (after C.W. Peale) 


James Madison, aged 82. Engraved by T.B. Welch 
after James B. Longacre, 1833. 
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Volume 4 (1839): 
John Adams (after G. Stuart) 
William C.C. Claiborne (after A. Duval) 
Edmund P. Gaines (after J.W. Jarvis) 
Nicholas Biddle (after R. Peale) 


Engravings by Longacre from his own life portraits 
include: 

Volume 1: 
Andrew Jackson 
Daniel Webster 
Joel R. Poinsett 
William Wirt. 

Volume 2: 

Levi Woobury 

Volume 3 and 4: 
None. 


Engravings made by other artists from Longacre’s 
drawings: 

Volume 1: 
Timothy Pickering 
Lewis Cass 
Edward Livingston 
William White 

Volume 2: 
Patrick Henry 
John C. Calhoun 
Robert Y. Hayne, 

Volume 3: 
James Madison. 

Volume 4: 
None. 


It is clear that Longacre’s involvement in the proj- 
ect waned after the third volume, published in 1836. 
During the execution on this series, Longacre joined 
with banknote engraver John Draper, Charles Toppan, 
and Marcus Bull, forming the engraving company 
Draper, Toppan, Longacre & Bull. By 1835 the firm 
became known as Draper, Toppan, Longacre & Co. 
Their main office was in Philadelphia at 60 Walnut St 
with a branch at 1 Wall St. in New York City. 

Longacre would stay with the firm until 1839. 
Charles Toppan would be one of the founders of the 
American Banknote Company in 1858 and served as 
its first president. On the pages that follow are some 
examples of the output from that firm. 
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Imaged by Heritage Auctions, HA.com 


Proof samples sheet 
Draper, Toppan, Longacre & Co. 
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Imaged by Heritage Auctions, HA.com 
Bank of Washtenaw, Michigan. Uncut remainder and issued $5 note 


Longacre’s Ledger Vol.31.2 August 2021 Page 17 


e 


7/27/2021 1:23:26 PM | | 


Imaged by Heritage Auctions, HA.com 


Bank of the Unites States $1000 note. Issued. 


In 1839, John Herring, Longacre’s partner in the 
National Portrait Gallery, quit the project leaving 
Longacre on his own. In order to devote the time to 
finish the series, Longacre left the banknote engraving 
business. The nation’s economy was deep into what 
was called the Hard Times and it changed the dynam- 
ics of his business. Suddenly, selling an expensive 
book in the midst of a depression left Longacre in a 
very bad situation. 

Longacre stories that I garnered during visits 
with family members in 1989 tell of James travelling 
around the country selling the book while his wife and 
eldest daughter, Sarah, did shipping back in Phila- 
delphia. Family history also tells of a bankruptcy for 
Longacre around this time. 

A sketch of Sarah Longacre is in Longacre’s 
sketchbook from 1840. It shows the characteristic 
Longacre family nose. This is another traditional 
observation within the Longacre family even today. 
Another Longacre family claim, from many decades 
ago, was that the Liberty head used on the Indian cent 
was actually Sarah Longacre. This claim has been 
settled as an unprovable myth. 
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In 1844, the Chief Engraver od the Mint, Christian 
Gobrecht passed away. Longacre would have certainly 
known him, having worked in the same engraving 
shop with Gobrecht decades earlier. 

The Mint position was likely not on Longacre’s 
mind as a career change. He was 50 years old at the 
time. The Mint’s internal dynamics did not favor out- 
siders, as Longacre certainly was. The Mint Director, 
Robert M. Patterson was looking to lower the impor- 
tance of the Engraver position to give more status to 
the Chief Coiner. That office was held by Franklin 
Peale, a person who Longacre also would have known 
very well. The position would be filled through the 
Treasury Department and required a Senate confirma- 
tion. Perhaps that could be eliminated if the position 
was deemed not so important anymore. 

Applications for the Chief Engraver position were 
being filed. Thomas Welch, who worked with Lon- 
gacre on many of the Portrait Gallery engravings, 
was recommended by Thomas Sully, certainly a Mint 
insider. Robert Bald, one of Longacre’s friends in the 
banknote engraving business, tried to convince Lon- 
gacre to offer an application. The $2,000 annual salary 
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was an attractive incentive. Here the past connections - 
would help Longacre secure the position. PMS HS 51? Eh rs 

President John Tyler was newly installed as Presi- oe \\e Vet eR int,” 
dent after the sudden illness and death of William ny 
Henry Harrison. John C. Calhoun was the newly ap- 
pointed Secretary of State. Calhoun had a few months 
earlier resigned from the Senate to make a run for f 
President. Although he lost that race, he was one of the 
most influential politicians in Washington. 

Having impressed Calhoun years earlier with a 
wonderful portrait, Longacre had a very important in- 
road to secure the Engraver’s position. Calhoun gave a 
glowing testimonial of Longacre to the Treasury Sec- 
retary, George Bibb. Longacre was named as Interim 
Engraver on September 16, 1844. In quick succession, 
President Tyler presented Longacre’s name to the Sen- 
ate on December 18, 1844 and Longacre was quickly 
accepted as the new Chief Engraver of the Mint. 
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Liberty Seated with Cat 
James Longacre, 1845 
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A complete collection of Flying Eagle and Indian Head Cents, 
by Allen Frechette 


I’ve been collecting for over 60 years. I joined the FLYING 
EAGLE AND INDIAN CENT COLLECTORS SOCIETY www. 
fly-inclub.org. I purchased all 30 years of their club journal, 
“Longacre’s Ledger.” I scanned them all to pdf so I could search 
them and gave the digital files to the club for posting on their 
website. I bought all the books I could find on these coins includ- 
ing Richard Snow’s “Attribution Guide.” Richard Snow’s “A 
Guide Book of Flying Eagle and Indian Cents” was particularly 
helpful in deciding what to collect. I decided to collect circulated 
coins that were actually in people’s pockets, part of our history, 
but mostly because they are more affordable and because my 
father started the collection with circulated coins. I purchased the 
highest grade coins I could afford. My lowest grade is an 1877, 
which would probably grade a “G.” 

Unfortunately, none of the available albums include all of the 
deliberate changes made by the mint. I’m not including the mint 
errors or recycled dies, which resulted in overdate varieties, just 
deliberate changes made by the mint. Though, I have purchased 
some of the more striking varieties that I’ve found in my search- 
es. 

Several previous articles in Longacre’s Ledger covered 
this subject, but did not include all of the possible mint design 
changes. Richard Snow’s article “The unattained goal: A com- 
plete set of Flying Eagle and Indian Cents” (LL 2001 Vol 11.4 
Issue 50 page 14) included some coins that I didn’t include, such 
as the 1856 High Leaves and proof Low leaves, because they 
were not released for circulation, and the 1873 Shallow N, closed 
3, which Richard acknowledges may not exist as he wrote in the 
Attribution Guide: “An example with a Shallow N reverse was 
reported by a credible source, but no examples have come to light 
recently. If a genuine example presents itself, it would be the only 
example known with the Shallow N reverse.” 

I’ve also added several mint design changes that Richard’s 
article noted above did not include in the Flying Eagles, which 
I’ve described in a previous Ledger Article: “Complete Set of 
Flying Eagle Hub Varieties” (LL 2012 Vol 22.3 Issue 86 page 
20). 

Richard’s article in the Ledger in 2014, “11 Essential Design 
Changes of the Flying Eagle and Indian Cent Series (LL 2014 
Vol 24.1 Issue 90 page 11) provides excellent information and 
illustrations that helped me define my complete collection. 

The one addition only mentioned in Richard Snow’s “The 
Flying Eagle & Indian Cent Attribution Guide 3rd Edition Vol- 
ume 2 1878 - 1909” is the 1909 S1, master die doubling of the 


designer’s initial. Richard describes 
this in his guide: “This was created 
on the master die, transferred to a 

hub and subsequently to numerous 
working dies. It is of slight interest 

to collectors, but is very common. 

It appears as a large L over a small 
L.” He further explains: “The 1909 
Indian Head Cent is the only date 

of the series to have a date that was 
hubbed into the master die rather than 
punched into each working die. Also, 1909 Lg. L/ Sm. L 
the letter L on the ribbon is larger 
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than in earlier years. To reuse previous dies the new larger L was 
stamped into working dies over the original smaller L.” Therefore 
I’ve included both versions in my complete collection. The 1909 
with just the larger L and one with the larger L stamped over the 
smaller L. 
A COMPLETE COLLECTION OF 

FLYING EAGLE & INDIAN HEAD CENTS 
1857 Obverse of 1856 1878 
1857 Obverse of 1857 1879 
1858 Sm. Lett. High Leaves Close E 1880 
1858 Sm. Lett. Low Leaves CloseE 1881 
1858 Sm. Lett. Low Leaves OpenE 1882 
1858 Lg. Lett. High Leaves Close E 1883 
1858 Lg. Lett. Low Leaves OpenE 1884 
1858 Lg. Lett. Low Leaves Close E 1885 


1859 1886 Type 1 

1860 Pointed Bust 1886 Type 2 

1860 Rounded Bust 1887 

1861 1888 

1862 1889 

1863 1890 

1864 Copper Nickel 1891 

1864 Bronze No L 1892 

1864 Bronze With L 1893 

1865 Fancy 5 1894 

1865 Plain 5 1895 

1966 1896 

1867 1897 

1868 1898 

1869 1899 

1870 Shallow N 1900 

1870 Bold N 1901 

1871 Shallow N 1902 

1871 Bold N 1903 

1872 Shallow N 1904 

1872 Bold N 1905 

1873 Closed 3 1906 

1873 Open 3 1907 

1874 1908 

1875 1908S 

1876 1909 Large L over Small L 

1877 1909 Large L 
1909S 


My 1877 Indian Cent 
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Founded in 1991, WIN is the premiere organization for women in the field of numismatics. 


As a nationally incorporated nonprofit, our chartered goals are to encourage fellowship 
and learning through networking and social events, as well as offering educational seminars, 
scholarship programs, and our semi-annual literary publication, Winning Ways. 


President Charmy Harker is leading the board in a revitalization of WIN, focusing on 
expanding membership and providing social-media platforms for members to connect, dis- 
cuss, and promote their brands. 


Collector or dealer, novice or expert, we invite you to join us in the largest and most 
respected organization for Women In Numismatics. 


Name: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip: 
Email: 

Referred By: =~ 


Women in Numismatics 
Cindy Wibker, Secretary 
PO Box 471147 Signature: Date: 

Lake Monroe, FL 32747-1147 Optional: 


Describe your interests in numismatics (collector or dealer, specialty, related organizations, etc.): 


Significant Other to Regular Member: 


Are you interested in being of service to WIN? 


Payable January Ist each year (writing articles, speaking, serving on the board, fundraising, etc.) 


Please enclose check with your application 


TH ANK YOU! What goals would you like to accomplish as a member of WIN? 


Questions? 
www.womeninnumismatics.com/contact-us 


! Significant Other toa Regular Member 7 Age 18 or Younger 
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Collecting Indian Cents 
By Jerry Sajbel 


As a young boy, I started collecting coins with 
my father and one of the earliest recollections I have 
is about his two early Indian cents. He had collected 
out of circulation and had an 1863 and an 1865 in his 
old Prince Albert can of small copper cents. The 1863 
looked like it had been “shot at and hit” as it had a 
big dent. My recollection is that I looked at these two 
coins and marveled that one was 99 years old and the 
other 101, not realizing that the hook was set for a life- 
long endeavor. We collected for five years where he’d 
come home on payday with two rolls of cents and one 
each of 5, 10 and 25 cents. They we spilled them out 
onto the kitchen table and we plugged holes in our old 
blue Whitman trifolds. Later, I realized that the Wash- 
ington quarters he put in his book were coming out for 
school lunches and other necessities before the next 
payday rolled around. When I got into high school 
there were too many distractions to keep collecting 
coins, including girls, music, cars; not to mention the 
classes themselves. 

Fast forward to graduate school where I had an 
internship in NC in the summer of 1978. I saw that 
there was a coin show in Asheville near me and my 
attendance rekindled a dormant collecting spirit. That 
fall, another student entered my graduate school with 
a serious coin affliction and we started going to shows 
together. I got two coins I never thought I’d own as 
a kid, an 1877 and 1909 S Indian cent in chocolate 
brown EF. So then I got a real copper fever, for both 
large and small cents. A friend came across an old 
hoard of AU Indian cents and I scooped them up but 
now the bar was set higher, EF is OK for keys but try 
to get a little mint color on the easier dates. In 1979 
I got a real job and went off the deep end with coins, 
attending or mail bidding in auctions. But I was on an 
engineer’s budget so I had to be creative. I assembled 
my final or current set of Flying Eagle and Indian 
cents over the period of 1980 to 1998. At least one 
coin was purchased during each year in that time pe- 
riod. A photo study of the collection was done in 2011 
and is attached. 
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In 1991 I attended the ANA in Chicago with the 
determination and funds to find an uncirculated 1877. 
Elliot Goldman and Rick Snow were some fine deal- 
ers I met and I joined the newly formed Fly-In Club. 
So I’m cruising the bourse and came across a lovely 
1877 with tons of original mint color on it. I gingerly 
asked for a quote on it and the gentleman from Chris- 
tie’s, said that it was not for sale as it is in an upcom- 
ing auction in London. So I put down a mail bid and 
forgot about it. Later in the bourse I found it! An 1877 
cent ina PCGS MS63RB “rattler” holder. Lovely 
woodgrain RB toning, price was quite reasonable so 
I took it home with me! About two months later I got 
a letter from Christie’s; “Congratulations on being 
the high bidder on an 1877 cent”, please send remit- 
tance to...... Oops, the budget doesn’t allow for two 
uncirculated 1877’s and the Mrs. didn’t know about it, 
yet. I called Elliott Goldman and he gave me, over the 
phone, what would be my first ever sight-unseen bid 
so I shipped him the PCGS 63 coin the next day. All 
my Indian cents are in a Capital Plastics™ holder and 
I thought that I liked the ungraded 1877 from Chris- 
tie’s better. They called it “Choice BU” and I added 
“mostly red” in my notes. 

Some years later, PCGS had a special where you 
pay the postage and they grade your 1877 cent for 
free. I sent the one from Christie’s in and it came back 
looking very comfortable in a MS64RB holder. It was 
also very comfortable in my mostly MS63-65 RB-RD 
set. The 1877 is the only coin that remains slabbed 
from the 18-year-to-assemble set. 

Since 1998, only two other notable coins have 
been added to the set; a lovely original 1857 FE in an 
old green 64 holder, and another pattern, my last story. 
I was in a coin store in my native Wisconsin three 
summers ago, flipping through a large slab inventory 
of all coins. I saw an 1863 CN cent in a PCGS holder 
graded MS64 but the next slab, also an 1863 cent, was 
graded PR65RB in an old green holder. I pulled the 
coin out, thinking “RB for a CN?” but then saw the 
J-299 designation, an 1863 bronze pattern with med- 
alic-turn orientation. It was absolutely stunning and 
I asked for a quote, bracing for the worst. The dealer 
said that they are “hard to price” so just gave me an 
upcharge; Christmas came early that year. 
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New 1856 Flying Eagle Cent Snow-5 Variety 
by Phil Charvat 


In the December 2020 issue of Longacre’s Ledger 
there is a flow chart for attributing the correct Snow 
number for 1856 flying eagle cents. It eliminates the 
Snow-6, S7, and S8 in accord with an earlier article 
in the Ledger by Rick Snow (August 2020 issue, page 
20). The flow chart is a short cut to reach the right 
Snow number, but is not a complete list of all the die 
differences. At first, I forgot this, read the chart, and 
noticed (incorrectly!) that the only difference between 
an $3 and S1 was the tilt of the S1. 

There are two Snow-5 1856 coins in my collection 
and one appears to have a die rotation of 15 degrees 
clockwise and the other does not. The coins are the 
two S5 1856s that are shown in the pictures which 
were originally taken by Rick Snow to produce attri- 
bution cards for me. In one (the PR-63 labeled MS-63 
by PCGS) the date and eagle are the same as S3s and 
S9s when the reverses are “level,” so are the obverses. 
But in the other (the PR-58) if the date and eagle are 
held “level,” when the coin is flipped, the reverse ap- 
pears rotated about 15 degrees clockwise. 


There was an exchange of emails about this with 
Rick. After careful examination I can find no differ- 
ences in the impression from the dies, the only differ- 
ence between the coins is the rotation. Rick suggested 
this article to shed some light on this and see who else 
might have S5 coins with or without the rotation. The 
December issue notes there are 15 S5 coins known. 

It would be interesting to find out how many of them 
are also examples of die rotation. Rick suggested, “It 
may be something that can be linked to the die state. 
Perhaps two striking periods.” So, with that in mind, if 
you have an S5 coin in your collection please look at 
it and let Rick know whether you have a regular or die 
rotation strike so counts of each can be started. To see 
whether it is or not a die rotation variety, hold the coin 
“level” on either side. Then flip the coin being careful 
to not rotate it. The side revealed will appear rotated 
15 degrees—or not. Let Rick know which you have! 
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Coin Collecting during Covid 
By John Kent 


Hello! 

It’s been a couple years since I last shared my 
collecting habits, and so much has changed, it’s time 
to give an update! 

You may remember that I started collecting In- 
dian Cents a few years ago and started submitting the 
better examples to NGC in 2019. Because of that ex- 
perience, I started a registry set with NGC and started 
buying coins at local shows in and around Chicago. 
Then came the pandemic! Shows were cancelled, 
auctions were put online, and prices for the most 
desirable coins started to increase. That may sound 
discouraging, but it also motivated me to learn how to 
communicate online and to become more methodical 
and detail oriented. 

Luckily for me, I had participated in a Heri- 
tage auction in Chicago at the World’s Fair of Money 
in August 2019, and a Kagin auction in Atlanta at the 
Money Show in February 2020. Using these 2 auc- 
tion houses as references, I was able to qualify to bid 
online in several overseas auctions, like Kunker and 
Katz. I found these online auction opportunities by 
putting keywords into websites like NumisBids and 
Sixbid. Why am I mentioning this to you? Because 
there are a lot of online opportunities that rarely 
existed before the pandemic! You no longer need to 
spend lots of time and money traveling the world, to 
get access to the world’s finest coins. And overseas 
auctions often undervalue or misunderstand the US 
coins, including Indian Cents that are offered. Take for 


instance Indian Cents from 1875, or 
other years that have many varieties 
and errors. Knowing what to look for 
is like searching for hidden treasure, 
and having lots of fun in the process! 
I encourage our readers to broaden 
their search and explore online auc- 
tions, and find those hidden trea- 
sures. 

Another area of success last 
year was finding some great sell- 
ers on Facebook, Instagram, and 
Ebay. Before the pandemic, I rarely 
bought coins online because I didn’t 
trust the mail, or the photos, or the 
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seller’s description of their coins. But since the pan- 
demic, I have found some very good sellers on Ebay, 
including most of the dealers that I used to buy from 
at the local shows. My favorite Ebay seller nowadays 
for Indian Cents is “mikesmountainvalues”, he has a 
100% approval rating with 18,411 positive feedback, 
and half of those positive interactions were in the last 
12 months. That’s 9005 happy customers! Facebook 
groups also play a big role for a collectors looking to 
improve their collection, get answers to questions, and 
sell coins that no longer fit into their collection. The 
American Coin Club has 17,000 members, Coin Col- 
lecting and Selling & Trading has 28,000 members! 

You don’t need a lot of members to have a 
great group, Flying Eagle and Indian Head Cents has 
930 members, some of whom are reading this article 
right now, and would be eager to help you. Here’s a 
shout out to Mac McNamera, and Curt and Russell, 
who are moderators. One of my favorite numismatic 
educational groups on Facebook is US Coin Educa- 
tion, with 3,500 group members. How many of us use 
Instagram or TikTok? Well, mint_state_indian_cents 
has 519 followers and 125 photo posts. TikTok has 
lots of metal detecting videos, and roll hunting tips. 
And there are literally dozens of other apps and online 
sites that you can explore, one of my favorites being 
PCGS photograde and NGC Census. 


1892 MS-65BN NGC 
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First Strike 1856 Flying Eagle Cents 
By Greg Slaughter 


1856 Flying Eagle is a key date and is highly 
desired. However, some coins in particular are espe- 
cially desirable. Most collectors of 1856 Flying Eagle 
Cents consider that the ones from the first striking pe- 
riod in 1856 are more desirable than those struck later; 
the restrikes. These first 1856 Flying Eagle Cents were 
minted for Congress, the President, and other VIPs in 
order to influence the passage of the bill by Congress 
in 1857 that authorized the Small Cents. They have 
clear historical significance and are rare, with roughly 
200 coins surviving in all grades. The restrikes were 
struck to meet demand from collectors who didn’t 
have access to the first struck coins that were only 


given to VIPs. The restrikes are less rare, with roughly 
1,000 surviving in all grades, and they were struck 
starting in 1857 until at least 1860, with no written 
record of their mintage. 

That much should be well understood. There 
is a general misconception that the coins from the first 
striking are the MS coins, while the restrikes are the 
proofs. If you take the simplistic approach of buying 
first strikes by buying the MS coins, you will miss the 
finest coins of the first strike (including actually miss- 
ing the finest actual MS coins that are currently attrib- 
uted as proofs), and you may end up actually buying 
restrikes! 


Finest MS Snow-3 of the First Strike but Attributed PR67+ PCGS (CAC) 


Most collectors know that the first strikes were 
made from the Snow-3 die pair, while the restrikes 
were made from the Snow-9 die pair. While that’s 
generally true, there are two other die pairs used to 
make the first strikes, Snow-1 and Snow-5. Let’s now 
consider the coins of the three die pairs used to create 
the first strikes: Snow-3, Snow-1, and Snow-5. 
Snow-3 

Most of the first strikes were made from the 
Snow-3 die pair (~500), which for the most part are 
MS coins, but that doesn’t mean you get them by 
simply buying MS coins. As I explained in the Decem- 
ber 2020 issue there are several problem with such an 
approach: 
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Many of the coins attributed as MS are Snow-9s, 
which are restrikes, so you need to be careful to avoid 
Snow-9s when buying MS attributed coins. 

The two highest-graded Snow-3 coins are attributed 
as proofs and graded PR67+ PCGS and PR66+ PCGS, 
respectively, while the finest Snow-3 coins attributed 
as MS are only graded MS66. In addition to these two 
finest Snow-3 coins, you’ll find many of the finest 
Snow-3 coins amongst the coins attributed as proofs. 
There is only one Snow-3 (the “Bluebird”’) that is a 
proof, making it the rarest coin of the first striking. It 
is correctly attributed as a proof. 
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The “Bluebird” - Rarest of the First Strike: the only proof Snow-3 - PR66 PCGS (CAC) 
Besides the rarest coin of the first striking, the | as much, $95,000 (as per PCGS price guide). That is 


“Bluebird,” and the top two Snow-3 coins from the just one of the 32 coins currently attributed as Snow- 

first striking, there are plenty of other Snow-3 coins 3 proofs, and there are many other Snow-3s that are 

from the first striking to be cherry-picked amongst attributed as proofs, but don’t have the Snow-3 attri- 

the coins attributed as proofs, and you can get them bution on their holder (you have to pay extra to have 

at a bargain compared to the prices of ones attrib- the die pair attribution on the holder). With the excep- 

uted as MS. For example, there is a Snow-3 graded tion of the one and only Snow-3 that is a proof (the & 
PR65+ PCGS that is estimated to be worth $50,000 “Bluebird’”), all other Snow-3s are MS. Once you do 


(as per PCGS price guide). However, if it were attrib- | such cherry-picking, although you can’t get PCGS to 
uted MS65+ PCGS, it would be worth almost twice change its attribution to MS, you can get the Snow-3 
attribution on the holder. 


5th finest MS Snow-3 but Attributed PR65+ PCGS 
Coinfacts lists as $50K (Worth $95K as MS65+ PCGS) 


Longacre’s Ledger Vol. 31.2 August 2021 Page 28 


Longacre's Ledger 8-21.indd 28 <a 7/27/2021 1:23:35 PM | | 


Finest Snow-1, “Tilted ONE CENT” Shown with actual die rotation. PR64 PCGS (CAC) 


Snow-1: Besides the single Snow-3 proof men- ing, and they are all proofs. There are a total of only 
tioned earlier, the next rarest coins of the first striking 14 known Snow-1s, making them much rarer than the 
are the ones made with the Snow-1 die pair. These Snow-3s, of which hundreds were struck. 
were actually the first coins made of the first strik- 


Tied for finest Snow-5. A Proof, but attributed by PCGS as MS66 (CAC) 


Snow-5: Like the Snow-1, the Snow-S is also While the finest Snow-1 is only graded PR64, 
a proof, and it is almost as rare as the Snow-1, with a there are 4 total Snow-5s graded PR65 PCGS and 2 to- 
total of only 15 known coins. Once again, it is much tal Snow-S5s tied at PR66 PCGS, although one of those 
rarer than the Snow-3s. is attributed as MS. 
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First Strikes are Patterns. 

An untrue statement I see repeated often is that 
1856 Flying Eagles are patterns. Actually, only the 
first strikes are patterns. The restrikes are not patterns; 
they are all officially authorized coins, because they 
were made after the passage of the bill that authorized 
the Small Cents. 

Right after the statement that 1856 Flying 
Eagles are patterns, typically the next thing mentioned 
is that, even though these coins are patterns, collectors 
have accepted them to be collected along with the rest 
of the Flying Eagles. There seems to be an implication 
that patterns would be less than worthy of being part 


of a collection. Actually, some of the most collectible 
coins are patterns or less than authorized coins. In fact, 
the 1849 Liberty Head Double Eagle is a pattern, and 
yet it is ranked #5 in the book “100 Greatest Coins” 
by Jeff Garrett with Ron Guth. The 1913 Liberty Head 
Nickel was absolutely unauthorized, perhaps even 
illegally minted, but it is #2 on the list. That book, by 
the way, also includes 1856 Flying Eagle, and many 
patterns among its pick of the 100 greatest U.S coins. 

Of course, if you don’t like patterns, and would 
prefer to collect only officially authorized coins, you 
can always collect the restrike 1856 Flying Eagles 
instead. 


Something New 
By Richard Snow 


1876 


$2 1876, Die chip by ear. “Earring.” 


S1 1876, Die chip by ear. “Earring.” 

Obv 5: (C) Small die chip between the ear and hair curl. 

Rey. C: Right shield point connected to the denticles. Left shield point 
just away. Olive leaf well away from denticles. 


Attributed to: Anthony Biondi 


The placement of the die chip looks like an earring. 
{40} 
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S18 1880, Backwards N on Shield. 


Oby. 17: (LH) Repunching inside bottom loop of the first 8 at the base. 
Repunching inside the upper loop of the second 8 at the base. 

Rey. T: A backwards “‘N” is scratched into the shield. It would be a 
correctly orientated “‘N” on the die. Right shield point just connected 
to the denticles. Left shield point just away. Olive leaf well away from 
the denticles. 


Attributed to: Drew Kornreich 


Same obverse die as S4d. This is an earlier die 
state. That variety has no reverse die scratches on the 
shield. {64RB} 


S11 ——-: 1882, Broken 88 at top. 

Oby. 14: (LE) Both 8s show a gap at the top. 

Rey. N: Shield points and olive leaf connected to the denticles. 
Attributed to: Tom Miller 


The digit punches broke at the top. If more than 
one die was sunk with this digit punch, it will get listed 
under this variety number. {64BN, 50} 


S10 1882, Broken 88 at top.. 
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$22 1890, Digit in Lower Ribbon. 


S36 1889, 9/9 (s). 
Oby. 46: (RE) Minor repunching under the top loop of the 9. Rough 
area inside the lower loop of the 8. Die crack along the base of the 188 
in the date. Rim cuds from 11:00 to 1:00. 

Rey. AS: Right shield point connected to the denticles. Left shield point 
just away. Olive leaf well away from the denticles. 


Attributed to: Anthony Biondi 


The repunching is very minor. This is a replacement 
listing. The original listing for S36 was found to be a 
duplicate of S3. 


RPD-033 


$22 1890, Digit in Lower Ribbon. 

Oby. 24: (LE) The base of a digit is visible in the junction between the 
lower ribbon end and the bust truncation. 

Rey. X: Shield points just away from the denticles. Olive leaf just con- 


nected. 
Attributed to: David Killough 


A very minor misplaced digit. {50} 
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S33 1897, Die gouge by T. 


Obv. 35: (B) A heavy die gouge from the second T in STATES to the 
denticles. 
Rey. AI: Shield points just connected to the denticles. Olive leaf firmly 


connected to the denticles. 
Attributed to: David Killough 


Die gouges may be a quick and easy die hardness 
test, just like many misplaced digit varieties. {30} 


S33 1897, Die gouge by T. 


$33 1897, Date area. 
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$32 1903, 90/90 (w). 

Oby. 34: (LH) Moderate repunching visible at the base of the 9 and 0. 
Clash marks on the right side only, visible between the feathers. 

Rev. AH: Shield points firmly connected to the denticles. Olive leaf 
away. Clash marks on the right side only, visible inside the wreath as 
small triangles. 


Attributed to: Shawn Tew. 


The sharp point inside the base of the 0 is the easi- 
est diagnostic to find. {60RB} 


RPD-020 


$33 1903, Die line by D. 

Oby. 35: (RE) Die scratch from the D in UNITED to the denticles. 
Rey. AI: Right shield point firmly connected to the denticles. Left 
shield point just away. Olive leaf well away from the denticles. 


Attributed to: David Killough 


Many scratches on the coin may raise metal next 
to the scratch. Something to be careful not to confuse a 
scratch on the coin with a die scratch. The die scratch 
which will be raised without a cut beside it. {50} 


orn “ — 
“Ee 


$33 Die line by D.. 


S33 1903, Date area. 
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Featured Highlights from the 


Stack’s Bowers Galleries 


Official Auction for the ANA World's Fair of Money® 


Auction: August 17-20 & 23-25, 2021 « Costa Mesa, CA 
Lot Viewing: 


Costa Mesa, CA: July 21-24, 2021 (By Appointment Only) 
New York, NY: July 29-August 2, 2021 (By Appointment Only) 
Rosemont, IL: August 7-13, 2021 (9:00 AM - 6:00 PM CT) 


: 1858/7 Flying Eagle Cent. 1873 Indian Cent. . 
Snow-1, FS-301. Strong. Snow- la, FS-101. 
MS-64 (PCGS). CAC. Doubled LIBERTY. 


MS-64 BN (PCGS). 


1877 Indian Cent. 1909-S Indian Cent. 
MS-65 RD (PCGS). MS-66 RD (PCGS). 


Contact Us for More Information Today! 
West Coast: 800.458.4646 « East Coast: 800.566.2580 « Info@StacksBowers.com 
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